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Responsible mining in the environment

Dependent on: 

Â Appropriate and adequate legislation: 
Â Mining: access to land; mineral rights; closure bonds

Â Environmental: EIA; Protected Areas

Â National policies (frameworks)

Â Mining company position and values on:
Â Environment 

Â Social issues and 

Â Institutional development: companies and cross-sector
Â Strategies

Â Policies

Â Development of tools (mitigation hierarchy, BAPs)



Legislation 1

USA: 

ÁEndangered Species Act (1973)

ÁProtected Areas (NPS, USFS, Wilderness Areas, NWRs) 

ÁSMCRA - Surface Mining Control and Reclamation (1977) -

Performance; Permitting; Bonding; Monitoring, Restricted land 

access; Reclamation Programmes; 

ÁCompensatory mitigation banks (wetlands) - mitigation banking 

instrument. 

ÁInteragency Review Team is a group of federal, tribal, state, 

and/or local regulatory and resource agency representatives; 

Áa mitigation bank sells compensatory mitigation credits to 

permittees (offsetting) e. g. Kennecott Utah Copper �±ISSR

EU: 

ÂHabitats and Species & Birds Directives. 

Â In UK Wildlife and Countryside Act, 

ÂPlanning legislation that includes protection of landscape values.


